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Pumi language 


The Pumi language (also known as Prinmi) is a Qiangic languag e 
used by the Pumi people, an ethnic group from Yunnan, China , as 
well as by the Tibetan people of Muli in Sichuan, ChinaMost 
native speakers live in Lanping, Ninglang , Lijiang, Weixi and Muli. 

The autonym of the Pumi is p h ^dlmil in Western Prinmi, 
p h j:ilmil in Central Prinmi, and p h zfilmd't in Northern Prinmi 
with variants such as p h id lmd 1 and t$ h § Imi y.f 5 ^ 6 ! 

In Muli Bonist priests read religious texts in Tibetan, which needs to 
be interpreted into Prinmi. An attempt to teach Pumi children to 
write their language using the Tibetan script has been seen in 
Ni nglang .^ A pinyin-based Roman script has been proposed, but is 
not commonly usedJ 8 ^ 
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Pumi 


Prinmi 

Native to 

People's 
Republic of 
China 

Region 

Sichuan, 

Yunnan 

Ethnicity 

Pumi 

Native speakers 

54,000 (1999)M 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ Qiangic 

■ Pumi 

Writing system 

none 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 

pmi - Northern 

Pumi 

pmj - Southern 

Pumi 

Glottolog 

pumil242 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/pumil2 
42) Pi 


Dialects 


Earlier works suggest there are two branches of Pumi (southern and northern), and they are not mutually 
intelligible. Ding (2014) proposes three major groups: Western Prinmi (spoken in Lanping) , Central Prinmi 
(spoken in southwestern Ninglang , Lijiang, Yulong and Yongsheng) and Northern Prinmi (spoken in 
northern Ninglang and SichuanjJ 9 ' 


Lu (2001) 

Dialects of Pumi include the following (Lu 2001)J 10 ^ 

Southern (22,000 speakers) 

















■ Qinghua ffTEfa, Lanping County, Yunnan 

■ Ludian H'fejil, Yunnan 

■ Xinyingpan Ninglang County, Yunnan 

Northern (55,000 speakers) 

■ Taoba Muli County, Sichuan 

■ Tuoqi Ninglang County, Yunnan 

■ Zuosuo 2EP/r[><, Yanyuan County, Sichuan 

■ Sanyanlong E 5 M, Jiulong County, Sichuan 

Sim (2017) 

Sims (2017/ 11 ' lists the following dialects of Pumi. 

■ Northern 

■ Sanyanlong [Jiulong County] (B. Huang & Dai 1992)[ 12 ] 

■ Taoba [Muli County] (Sun 1991)[ 13 ] 

■ Shuiluo 7j</& [Muli County] (Jacques 2011)[ 14 ] 

■ Central 

■ Wadu [Ninglang County] (Daudey 2014)[ 16 ] 

■ Niuwozi [Ninglang County] (Ding 2001, etc.)^ 

■ Southern 

■ Dayang [Lanping County] (Matisoff 1997)[ 19 ] 

■ Qinghua [Lanping County] (Sun 1991; B. Huang & Dai 1992)[ 13 ^ 12 ] 

Sims (2017)[ n ] reconstructs high tones and low tones for Proto-Prinmi. 

Documentation 

Transcribed, translated and annotated audio documents in the Pumi language are available from the Pangloss 
Collection/ 20 ] They concern Northern dialects of Pumi. 

Sounds 

Orthography 

The pinyin-based Roman script for Pumi has been proposed, but yet to be promoted. 


Initials: 






Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

b 

[Pi 

P 

[P h l 

bb 

[b] 

m 

[m] 

hm 

[m] 

d 

[t] 

t 

[t h ] 

dd 

[d] 

n 

[n] 

hn 

[n] 

9 

[k] 

k 

[k h ] 

99 

[g] 

h 

[x] 

hh 

[y] 

j 

[t£] 

q 

[t£ h ] 

jj 

[dz>] 

X 

[6] 

XX 

M 

z 

[ts] 

c 

[ts h ] 

zz 

[dz] 

s 

[s] 

ss 

[z] 

zh 

[tg] 

ch 

[t? h ] 

zzh 

m 

sh 

[£] 

ssh 

[2J 

zr 

It], [tg/k 1 ] 

cr 

lt h ], [t§ h /k Ih ] 

zzr 

[cU, [cf^/g 1 ] 

1 

[1] 

Ih 

[1] 

br 

[p 1 ] 

pr 

[P Ih l 

bbr 

[b-] 

r 

M 

hr 

m 

ng 

M 

hng 

[gl 

w 

[w] 

y 

01 



Rimes: 


Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

Letter 

IPA 

i 

[i/P] 

u 

[u] 

ui 

[qi/wi] 

e 

[3] 

ie 

[j£/e] 

iu 

Uu] 

uee 

[ge/we] 



ii 

[i/a] 

uu 

[ua/tt] 

ue 

[ge/we/wa] 

ua 

[MB] 

in 

IT/3] 

ien 

l(p/i] 

uen 

[ge/we/wi] 

uin 

m 

0 

[O/Y] 

io 

[(j)ew/iv] 

on 

[6] 

ion 

m 

a 

[a] 

ia 

DB/j3] 

ua 

[wa/w3] 

uan 

[we/w3] 

aa 

[a] 



uaa 

[wa] 

an 

[6] 

ea 

[3/E] 

ai 

[3j] 

uai 

[W3j] 




Tones: 


■ Monosyllabic words 

■ f- falling tone 

■ v - high tone 

■ none - rising tone 

■ Polysyllable words 

■ f - nonspreading of the high tone 

■ 1 / - spreading of the high tone to the next syllable 

■ r- rising tone 

■ none - default low tone 

Grammar 


A reference grammar of the Wadu dialect of Pumi is available online (https://www.sil.org/system/files/reapd 
ata/69/27/67/69276721657901706692127480944602004968/A_Grammar_of_Wadu_Pumi_libre.pdf). [21] A 
grammar of Central Pumi is also available J 22 ^ 





Example 


Pumi English 

Ter gweje dzwan ther phxeungphxar si. He has broken several hammers. 

Timitae llinggwe zreungzrun sting. This man is crying and shouting all the time. 


References 


1. Northern Pumi (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/pmi/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Southern Pumi (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/pmj/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Pumi" (http://glottolo 
g.org/resource/languoid/id/pumil242) Glottolog 3.0 Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

3. Ding, Picus S. 2003. Prinmi: a sketch of Niuwozi. In Graham Thurgood and Randy LaPolla 
(eds.) The Sino-Tibetan Languages, pp. 588-601. London: Routledge Press. 

4. Lu, S. (2001), Dialectal Studies of the Pumi Language, Beijing: Nationalities Press 

5. Pumiyu Fangyan Yanjiu 2001. 

6. Ding 2014, chapter 1 (https://web.archive.Org/web/20150518203734/http://web.hku.hk/~picus/ 
Ch apl.pdf) 

7. Wang lei and Shi Xiaoliang. 2011. Shinian, xiangcun “hangul” zoujln xianxue “pumiban”.[l^(h 
ttp://www.dzwww.com/2011/dqmjzgh/zxbd/201110/t20111007_6674362.htm) 

8. Ding, Picus Sizhi (2007), "Challenges in Language Modernization in China: The Case of 
Prinmi" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20180726082514/http://web.hku.hk/~picus/LanguageMod 
ernization.pdf) (PDF), in David, Maya; Nicholas Ostler; Caesar Dealwis (eds.), Working 
Together for Endangered Languages: Research Challenges and Social Impacts (Proceedings 
of FEL XI), Bath, England: Foundation for Endangered Languages, pp. 120-126, archived 
from the original (http://web.hku.hk/~picus/LanguageModernization.pdf) (PDF) on 2018-07-26 

9. Ding 2014, chapter 1 (https://web.archive.Org/web/20150518203734/http://web.hku.hk/~picus/ 
Chapl .pdf) 

10. Lu, Shaozun. 2001. PumTyu fangyan yanjiu [A dialectal study of the PumT language]. Beijing: 
Minzu Chubanshe 

11. Sims, Nathaniel. 2017. The suprasegmental phonology of proto-Rma (Qiang) in comparative 
perspective. Presented at the 50th International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and 
Linguistics, Beijing, China. 

12. Huang Bufan and Dai Qingxia, eds. 1992. Zangmianyuzu yuyan cihui bppp pp prI E)) [A 

Tibeto-Burman Lexicon]. Beijing: Central Institute of Minorities. 

13. Sun Hongkai et al. 1991. Zangmianyuyuyin he cihui [Tibeto-Burman 

phonology and lexicon]. Beijing: Chinese Social Sciences Press. 

14. Jacques, G. (2011). Tonal alternations in the Pumi verbal system (https://hal.archives-ouverte 
s.fr/halshs-00605901). Language and Linguistics, 12(2), 359-392. 

15. http://www.ynszxc.net/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=230994 

16. Daudey 2014 

17. http://www.ynszxc.net/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=223332 

18. Ding, Picus Shizhi (2001). "The Pitch-accent System of Niuwozi Prinmi" (http://sealang.net/sal 
a/archives/pdf8/ding2001pitch.pdf) (PDF). Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area. 24 (2): 57- 
83. 

19. Matisoff, James A. (1997). "Dayang Pumi Phonology and Adumbrations of Comparative 
Qiangic" (http://sealang.net/sala/archives/pdf8/matisoffl997dayang.pdf) (PDF). The Mon- 
Khmer Studies Journal. 27: 171-213. 





20. "Pumi corpus" (http://lacito.vjf.cnrs.fr/pangloss/corpus/list_rsc_en.php?lg=Pumi). The Pangloss 
Collection. 

21. Daudey 2014 

22. Ding 2014 


Bibliography 

■ Ding, Sizhi (1998). Fundamentals of Prlnml (Puml): a Tlbeto-Burman language of northwestern 
Yunnan, China (Ph.D. thesis). Australian National University. doi:10.25911/5D77885FBC7F9 
(https://doi.org/10.25911%2F5D77885FBC7F9). hdl:1885/109290 (https://hdl.handle.net/188 
5%2F109290). 

■ Daudey, Henriette (2014). A grammar of Wadu Pumi (https://www.sil.org/resources/archives/59 
836) (Ph.D. thesis). LaTrobe University. hdl:1959.9/517239 (https://hdl.handle.net/1959.9%2F 
517239). 

■ Ding, Picus (2014). A grammar of Prinmi: based on the Central dialect of northwest Yunnan, 
China (https://brill.com/view/title/24856). Languages of the Greater Himalayan Region 14. 
Leiden: Brill. ISBN 9789004279773 . 

■ Jacques, Guillaume (2011). "A panchronic study of aspirated fricatives with new evidence from 
Pumi" (https://www.academia.edu/968778). Lingua. 121 (9): 1518-1538. 

doi: 10.1016/j.lingua.2011.04.003 (https://doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.lingua.2011.04.003). 

■ Jacques, Guillaume (2011). "Tonal alternations in the Pumi verbal system" (https://www.acade 
mia.edu/968765). Language and Linguistics. 12 (2): 359-392. 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pumi_language&oldid=939634903" 


This page was last edited on 7 February 2020, at 18:26 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 




